
Protect your nest box with a predator guard! 

Option 1: Option 2:

Materials:
• 4x4" treated wood

post, 6-8 ft tall
• 20" tall aluminum

flashing (18" length)
• 8 roofing tails (1")
• 2 screws or bolts

(1.5")

1. Post-hole dig a 1.5 to 3 ft hole
2. Nail aluminum flashing to post, wrap tightly to 

each side, and nail to finish, such that top of 
flashing is >4 feet above ground level

3. Screw box to 4x4 post, just above aluminum 
flashing

4. Place post into hole and fill with dirt.

Pros
• Light-weight better 

for carrying long 
distances

• Post-pounding can 
be done in soggy/
wet areas

• Will last years (5+)
w/out maintenance

• Cheaper ($15)

• Uses plastic
• Requires annual

maintenance
• Costlier ($20)

• 4x4 post is heavy to
carry

• Flashing is sharp
• Cannot post-hold dig

in wet conditions
(maybe with an
electric/gas auger)

Tools:
• Post-hole digger
• Drill & screwdriver
• Hammer
• Flashing cutters

(heavy-duty
scissors)

Materials:
• 6' u-post
• 5 gallon bucket
• 4 screws
• 2 bolts + nuts (or

screws)
• 2' 1x2" wood board
• Spray paint, camo
• 4 14" zip ties
• 2 pieces of 1/2" x 6"

PVC

Tools:
• Post pounder
• Drill & screwdriver
• Jig saw
• PVC cutter

1. Cut rim off of bucket with jig saw
2. Spray paint bucket
3. Drill 4 holes through bucket
4. Screw 6" PVC pieces to bottom of nest box
5. Zip tie box to bucket
6. Post pound u-post into ground
7. Screw/bolt 1x2" wood to top of u-post
8. Drill 2 holes through bucket
9. Mount and zip tie bucket to 1x2" wood

Cons 

Pros Cons 
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